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Ichikawa Kamepro “Talk Show and Reception”
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The “GEKISHA” Photo Exhibition of Ichikawa Kamejiro by Nagatsuka Seishi
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“GEKISHA,” literally transfated as - Photograph o erformances,” otherwise means, “A Powerful Photograph.”
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Ichikawa Kamejiro “Talk Show and Reception”
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Enjoy a buffet-style party with kabuki actor Ichikawa Kamejiro and photo artist Nagatsuka Seishi

after Kamejiro shares his experiences in the first kabuki performance in the history
of the Paris Opera (Palais Garnier), and as Takeda Shingen in NHK’s saga drama Furin Kazan,
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The “GEKISHA” Photo Exhibition of Ichikawa Kamejiro by Nagatsuka Seishi
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Nagatsuka Seishi, photographer
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The world’s leading photographer of automobile advertisements; the late Honda

Soichiro, ex-CEO of Honda Motor, called him “an amazing chap” and Nagatsuka
went on to receive the top-most 3A ranking and has come to be known as the
“light professional.” Nagatsuka is renowned in the world of commercial
photography as one who freely maneuvers the enormous eight-by-ten camera. This
unique photographer — who wields his eight-by-ten as a hand-held device even
for aerial photography from a helicopter — has recently made it his lifework to

photograph Ichikawa Kamejiro.

The “GEKISHA” collaboration between photographer Nagatsuka Seishi and kabuki
actor Ichikawa Kamejiro began in 2002. Since then, Nagatsuka has continued to
photograph Kamejiro in almost all the roles he has played. In but the few minutes
allowed him just before Kamejiro goes on stage, Nagatsuka wields his large camera on
a temporary set in the wings to capture the perfect moment. It is Nagatsuka’s style
“to get just one good shot” when the scene and balance of light are at their best.
Nagatsuka says: “What matters is not how many shots I get, but to capture the
Kamejiro of a particular instance.” Kamejiro places his absolute trust in Nagatsuka
and plays to that instance. This is a collaboration made beyond human power

between a theatrical genius and a photo artist.
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Ichikawa Kamejiro, kabuki actor
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Something of a genius, Ichikiwa Kamejiro is gaining recognition as the most brilliant
young actor in the world of kabuki today. While enthusiastically taking part in
performances abroad in locations such as London and Paris, yet not content to act only
in the classics, he has made his strong presence felt in the works of celebrated Japanese
directors such as Mitani Koki and Ninagawa Yukio. In areas other than kabuki,
he is broadening his horizons to include visual media and is currently starring in
NHK’s saga drama Furin Kazan (Wind and Wood, Fire and Mountain) . There are
great expectations for his future involvement in a variety of genre including film.
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